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To the Chairman and Councillors of the Ilminster Urban 
District Council. 


Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
I beg to submit my Annual Report for 1965. 


This year I have omitted a detailed account of the 
services provided by the County Council. They change 
little from year to year and have been fully discussed 
in recent reports. 


Apart from a few cases of measles little infectious 
disease occurred. 


In Section D I have recorded the main problems that 
the Health Departiient and Committee dealt with during 
the year. Mr. Whitehead's monthly reports were invaluable 
to me when writing this part of the report. 


I an, 
Mr. Chairman and Councillors, 


Your obedient Servant, 
A, M. McCALL 


Medical Officer of Health 
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SECTION oe % 
Statistics and Social Conditions of the Area 


Population 


The Registrar General's estimated mid-year population for 
1965 was 2,820. ‘this figure has been identical for the last 
three years. The population density is 5.5 per acre. A penny 
rate produces £365, the rateable value being 293,407. 


Birth Rate 


The Corrected Birth Rate for 1965 was 14.23 per thousand 
live births which is well below the national figure of 18.1 for 
England and Wales. There were three illegitimate births giving 
a rate of 7.3% of total live births. 


Death Rate 

The Corrected Death Rate for the year was 13.06 which was 
higher than the national figure of 11.5 for the same period. 
Details of deaths are given in Appendix A, Table 3. Heart 
disease caused eleven deaths, seven of these were due to coronary 


thrombosis. There were also eleven deaths due to diseases of 
the circulation. There were five deaths due to cancer. 


Maternal Mortality 

There were no maternal deaths in 1965. 
Stillbirths 

There was one stillbirth during the year. 


Infant Mortality 


I am pleased to be able to report that there were no infant 
deaths during 1965. 


Social Conditions 


There was little change in the general condition of the 
residents of the town and a general air of prosperity prevailed, 


Digitized by the Internet Archive - 
in 2017 with funding from — 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29495027 


SECTION B 


General Provision of Health Services in the Area 


The general health services are provided and administered by 
the local health authority, the County Council. These continued 
with no substantial change during 1965. 


As they have been reported in considerable detail in my 
recent reports I do not propose to make an individual notice on 
each service this year. They all functioned smoothly and no 
complaints were received. 


SECTION ¢ 


Prevention and Control over Infectious Diseases and Other Diseases 


Reference to Appendix C, Table 1 will show that there were 
only a few cases of measles and one of pulmonary tuberculosis 
notified to me during the year. This latter was a transfer 
into the district from the London area. 


Immunisation of children against diphtheria, whooping cough 
and tetanus continued, Trivax vaccine being used. Oral anti- 
poliomyelitis vaccination continued. 


Smallpox vaccination of infants was carried out by the 
general practitioners who also vaccinated a number of people who 
were going abroad on holiday and who required a valid international 
certificate. 


The B.C.G. vaccination programme against tuberculosis was 
completed in February and March. This protection was offered to 
all children born in 1951 and to those who may have missed it in 
previous years. It is the intention to lower the age group of 
children to whom this is offered in future. 


I obtained some anthrax vaccine and offered to immunise certain 
categories of persons at risk and the first dose was completed 
before the end of the year. 


The Mass Radiography Unit did not visit Ilminster in 1965. 
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SECTION _D 


Environmental Health Services 


Ae Sanitary Circumstances 


Climatic Conditions 


1965 was generally wet and the summer, if it could be called that, was 
most disappointing. The total rainfall recorded was 40.14 inches, the 
recent average has been about 38 inches. 


Water Supply 


The water supply of the town for which the Wessex Water Board is res- 
ponsible, showed a considerable improvement in quality and quantity during 1965. 
Some complaints were received about discolouration during July and August but 
this followed work on the mains. Regular sampling for purity was carried 
out both by the Wessex Vater Board and my department. Of the fourteen samples 
taken by the Water Board, thirteen were satisfactory. All twenty-five of the 
samples taken by the Council from the mains supply were satisfactory but one 
well sample in September showed gross contamination. Subsequently the house 
was connected with the mains supply with the aid of a grant. 


The Council considered the Ministry's Circular on Flouridation of water 
supplies 15/65 and reaffirmed their previous decision to support the Government's 
wish to flouridate domestic water supplies in the area. However, the Wessex 
Water Board have taken no action in this matter to date. 


Drainage and Sewage Disposal 


The Public Health Committee experienced varying difficulty with the 
sewage works. In January and in November samples of the sewage effluent taken 
by the Somerset River Board were reported as unsatisfactory. Other samples 
taken in betw@en reached an unacceptable standard but there was never much 
margin. In August, blood from the abattoir entered the sewer and this un- 
doubtedly aggravated the position at the works. The drying of sludge and 
its removal is always a difficult problem and an inspection of sludge drying 
beds in May showed that most of them were full, many overgrown with weed and 
the regular emptying of them was not being carried out. This was due to a 
number of causes, The Committee gave instruction for their immediate rehab- 
ilitation. Unfortunately by the end of the year, this had not been done. 
Mechanical repairs to the pumping equipment were frequently necessary. In 
March an electrical failure resulted in the storm water tanks overflowing and 
sewage was discharged into the river. The laying of a new sewer to the 
industrial site also met with difficulty, heavy rain caused an increase in 
sub-soil water and caving in of trenches and the levels in one section were 
found on inspection to be incorrect and had to be relaid. The work was 
completed in December. 


Public Conveniences 


Last year I reported at some length on the vandalism in the public con- 
veniences and again this year we have experienced the same type of damage. 
The usual trouble experienced is the removal of door handles and door locks 
and wanton damage to the plumbing. Despite reporting the matter to the Police 
there seems to be no way of checking these activities. 


Public Cleansing and Refuse Collection 


A weekly collection with our own vehicles was continued throughout the 
year. From the beginning of April to the end of October the Chilworthy tip 
was used. During the winter months tipping continued at the West Crescent site. 
Although tipping had ccased, a fire broke out at the West Crescent tip in June 
which continued on, despite all efforts to extinguish it, for months. In 
October a fire at the Chilworthy tip was detected and this also took two months 
to burn itself out. 


Rodent Destruction 
The part-time rodent operator continued his routinework in the town 


throughout the year. Occasional complaints of rats having been seen were 
investigated but no heavy infestation was discovered in any case. 
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Swimming Baths 


The Secondary Modern and Boys Grammar Schools have swimming 
baths. These are maintained according to the County routine 
maintenance method and no trouble was experienced with them. 


Smoke Abatement 


There was no action necessary with regard to this Act in 


1965. 
B. Factories Act 


Details of the inspections carried out can be found in 
Appendix D, Table e2. 


Ce Housing 


Appendix C, Table 3 gives details of the housing situation, 
The Council completed 31 houses and had a further 36 under con- 
struction at the end of the year. The future programme includes 
the erection of maisonettes and houses at Orchard Lane. I an 
pleased to be able to report that the re-housing of all tenants 
at Summervale has been completed. 


D. Inspection and Supervision of Food 
Milk 


There are three registered distributors and one dairy premises 
in the town. No complaints were received by me concerning the 
supply of milk. Regular sampling was carried out by the County 
Council. 


Ice Cream 


There are eleven premises registered for the sale of ice cream 
and all sell the pre-packed product. I am pleased to be able to 
report that ice cream sampling was re-commenced, none having been 
done since 1958. Of the six samples taken, four were placed in 
Grade I and two in Grade II, all six were therefore classed as 
satisfactory. 


Meat 


There are two licensed slaughterhouses which are privately owned 
and 100% meat inspection continued during 1965. Details of the 
inspections are shown in Appendix D, Table 4. It would appear that 
some of the cows being sent to the abattoir are of very poor quality 
because 60% of them were found on inspection to be affected by disease 
of one kind or another whereas cattle excluding cows showed only 15%. 
Towards the end of the year the amount of killing at the main abattoir 
was declining. 


Food Premises 


Regular inspection of premises where food was prepared and stored 
was carried out and occasional unsatisfactory conditions were discovered 
such as the store for sausages and other cooked meat products was found 
to be an old shed and this was prohibited and alternative arrangements 
were made by the firm concerned. A number of improvements and the 
provision of wash hand basins and similar equipment were also obtained 
during 1965. 


E. Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act 


The Public Health Staff made a considerable number of visits to 
office premises and informal action produced the required improvements. 
A photometer was purchased and the Ministry request on the standards 
of lighting in such premises was complied with. The considerable 
increase in the amount of this type of inspection was only possible 


because the staff was available and the use of the additional Public 
Health Inspector has shown that if there is time for the inspectien 
there is a considerable amount of work to be done. 
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APPENDIX A -=- TABLE 1 


Registrar General's estimate of population mid 1965 2,820 
No. of inhabited houses at the end of 1965 according 

to the Rate Book .e. ace eee eee eee eve 4,025 
Rateable Value . ae ee es cere iste ae £93,407 
Sum represented by a penny rate .. eee eee cee & 356 
Area coe eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 531 acres 


APPENDIX A = TABLE 2 


BIRTH RATE 14.23 Comparability Factor 0.98 
M F 
Live Births Total ra) 18 
Legitimate 21 17 
Illegitimate Pe 1 
Stillbirths Total dl ~ 
Legitimate 1 Ps 
Illegitimate - “ 
Deaths of Infants Total - = 
under 1 year Legitimate - ~ 
Illegitimate - - 
Deaths of Infants Total - - 
under 4 wecks Legitimate - - 
Illegitimate - ss 
Deaths of Infants Total - - 
under 1 week Legitimate - - 
Tllegitimate - _ 


APPENDIX A - TABLE 3 
DEATH RATE 13.06 Comparability Factor 0.97 


Und 
Sex an ae vi aie ost 1= 5- 15- 25- 35- 45- 55- 65- 75+ 


Cancer of Stomach M 1 - - - = = = = = i se 4 
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Cancer of Uterus F 


Cancer of Other SitesM 
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“3 - ~ - - = = = 2 
Vascular Lesions - - - Be = = - 4 3 
of Nervious System - = = 


Coronary Disease, 
Angina 


Hypertension with 
Heart Disease 


Other Heart Disease 
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Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 


Other Diseases of the 
Respiratory System 
Ulcer of Stomach and 

Duodenum 
Other Defined & Ill- 
Defined Diseases 
Suicide (M - Nil) 
TOTAL ALL CAUSES 
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APPENDIX C «© TABLE 1 


Infectious and Other Notifiable Diseases 


Measles eee hie eee eee 21 


Pulmonary Tuberculosis .. coe 4 


Analysis of Cases Notified 


Under 4.5 2-3 3-4 4-5 5-10 10-15 15-20 20-35 35-45 45-65 654 — 


1 yre Unknown 
Measles - 2 1 1 - 15 1 4 - = ™ = a 
Tuberculoses 
New Cases Deaths 
Age Group Respiratory Non-Respiratory Respiratory Non-Respiratory 
M F M F M F M F 
- 1 
1 «- 5 
5 * 5 
a + 
ee 
35 = 45 
45 = 55 1 
m - 65 
65 + 
A a RE PN ETI TI I TE BE ER LIL III EE LIS LIER AE LEE O TELE ISO REG LLG OLD LS A BE LIE E AIS A RTE A EME Be LE oR AE RS IE LTE! 
Total 1 - “fA & =. Es iP a 
APPENDIX C - TABLE 2 
DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION 
No. of children who completed a full course of primary immunisation 
in the year ended 31st December, 1965 
Children born Others under 


in the years: 1965 1964 1963 1962 1958-61 Age 16 Total 
1 24 9 - 4 =a 


No. of children who received a reinforcing injection in the year 
ended 31st December, 1965 


Children born Others under 


in the years: 1965 1964 1963 1962 1958-61 Age 16 Total 
~ 2 LE 4 q 8 19 
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WHOOPING COUGH IMMUNISATION 


No. of children who completed a course of primary immunisation 
in the year ended 31st December, 1965 


Children born Others under 
in the years: 196 1964 1963 1962 1958-61 Age 16 Total 
1962196 19631962 _158-61___ige 78 __tati 


No. of children who received a reinforcing injection in the 
year ended 31st December, 1965 


Children born Others under 
in the years: 1965 1964 1963 1962 1958-61 Age 16 Total 
a 2 4 4 2 - 9 


TETANUS IMMUNISATION 


No. of children who complicted a full course of primary immunisation 
in the year ended 31st December, 1965 


Children born ; Others under 
in the years: 1965 1964 1963 1962 1958-61 Age 16 — Total 
a CULT CCS 


No. of children who received a reinforcing injection in the 
year ended 31st December, 1965 


Children born Others under 


in the years: 1965 1964 1963. 1962 1958-61 Age 16 Total 
- 2 4 4 L 8 19 


POLIOMYELITIS VACCINATION 


No. of children who received a course of primary vaccination during 
year ended 31st December, 1965 


Children born Others under 


in the years: 1965 1964 1963 1962 1958-61 Age 16 Total 
21 10 ? 3 = oy 


No. of children who received a reinforcing dose during the 
year ended 31st December, 1965 


Children born Others under 


in the years: 1965 1964 1963 1962 1958-61 Age 16 Total 
- = - = G5 3 LS 


SMALLPOX VACCINATION 


No. of persons vaccinated (or re-vaccinated) in the year ended 31st December, 1965 


AGE 0 - 3 4-6 7=9 WD. = 2 4 2-4 5 = 15 TOPAL 
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APPENDIX D -=- MTiABLE 1 


Water Sampling 


Satisfactory Unsatisfactory 


No. of samples taken by Wessex Water Board AD 4 
No. of samples taken by Ilminster Wid. Cc. 25 1 (from 
well) 
APPENDIX D - TABLE 2 
Factories dicts, 1937 = 1959 
No. on No. of hei it moe Ce 
Register Inspections see oceeprens 
notices presecucee 
(i) Factories in 
which Sections 1, 
2, 3, %, and 6 4 2 - - 
enforced by Local 
Authority 


(ii) Factories not 

included in (1) in 

which Section 7 is a4 6 - = 
enforced by the 

Local Authority 


(iii) Other premises 

in which Section 7 is : 

enforced by the Local 8 6 = - 
Authority (excluding 

outworkers! premises) 


Total 36 4h x _ 


Cases in which defects were found Ae re ACE eae 54% ae 1 
Cases in which defects found were remedied oe me AGG one aime 1 
OUTWORKERS 


No. of outworkers in August list required by Section 10 eee ine 19 
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SEronote D =— TABLE 3 


HOUSING 


Action taken during year 


1. No. of houses included in Clearance areas for which Orders are 
still to be made Coen eee Seer eS eteeSeFeeeHeeeseserveseneneoene Nil 


2. No. of houses in Clearance .ireas which have been patched for 
temporary accommodation under Section 48 of the Housing Act, 


1957 eee ereeseeovesevorseeeee eee eens eeeopeen veer eos eae eeeseeeree eee eseeeeee Nil 


3. Noe of houses closed or demolished under Section 42 of the 
Housing hct, 1957 (Clearance Areas) sees eeeeeeeareesseerseereons Nil 


4, No. of houses demolished or closed (a) under Section 17 of the 


Housing Act, 1957 (individual unfits) Ceoeoeseseeeeseesereoerese 3 

(b) for other purposes (road improvements, etCe) sersvecescves Nil 
5. No. of temporary dwellings (huts, etc.) demolished ..cccscccce 50 
6. No. of houses declared unfit under Section 9 of the Housing 

ict, 1957 (capable of repair) eoeeeerere seo ererese ees eoreseeoses Nil 
7. No. of houses made fit during year re Nil 
8. No. of unfit houses occupied under licence SE OE eee Nil 


9. Reconditioning of Condemned Houses - Exclusion from Clearance/ 
Bemeiation Orders (Housing Act, 1961) sescsercocececsvcccscccce Nil 


10. Houses in multiple occupation (Housing Act, 1961) ccccccccccee Nil 


Ws Substitution of Closing Order for Demolition Order (housing 
Act, 1961) Action taken @eeevesveeoes nee eevee ees eee eeeeeeveseeoeeess Nil 


12. Housing Act, 1964. Any action taken during year sesssccccoce Nil 


13. Rent Act, 195 1st Schedule) - Certificates of Disrepair:- 


(a) No. of applications received Ceoereeeeoeresesr see seeseesenre Nil 
(b) Certificates issued CHORES ORES EEO HRASCHES HOSEL OHO SEHES Nil 


Gained from 


Houses erected Houses in course conversion Lost fron 
during year of erection of large conversion 
houses or of two or 
For Slum For other For Slum For other buildings more houses 
Clearance purposes Clearance purposes into flats to one 
or dwellings 
Local 
Authority - 31 - 36 - ~ 
Private 
Enterprise - 9 ~ 6 - - 
Housing 
No. of Post-war houses erected from 1st April, 1945 to 31st Dec.,1965 Programme 
By Local Authority By Private Enterprise Erection of 
283 101 maisonettes & 


houses at Orchard 
Vale to make a 
total of 46 
dwellings. 


(a) No. of temporary housing units occupied (i) prefabs - Nil 
(ii) huts, ete. - 25-caravans 


(b) No. of houses found overcrowded Bi ose oc eco eos ove Nil 
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Houses required 


(i) To replace houses scheduled for demolition ... as Ieee) 
See ebate SVerCrowdlugiwwteycs ssa cece see coo oee ) 8 
(iii) For other purposes one was yr mete rele atata saw ) 
(iv) Applications for Council houses at the end of the year:- 

(a) Urgent bona fide cases .. ok is ee 30 


(b) Applications for Old Peoples Dwellings .., 29 
(c) Others ene ees eee 200 eee coe a 


Total applications 


(v) Total number of Council houses sold during the year .. eee Nil 
No. of permanent Gained from con- Less houses No. of permanent 
dwellings in versions and Total demolished, dwellings in 
District as at erected during {a) + (b) closed etc. District as at 
31.12.64 (a) 1965 (b) during year 31.12.65 
L.A. P.Ee 
LeAe 295 31 326 3 323 - 
P.E. 693 3 702 = - 702 
Total 988 4O 1028 3 


OLD PEOPLE'S DWELLINGS 


Number erected to 31.12.65 Number ¢n course of erection 
With County Without County With County Without County 
Council Aid Council Aid Council Aid Council Aid 

é “ = 6 


IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 


A. Discretionary 


Number of applications and houses dealt with by the Local Authority during 
the year:- 


(1) (2) 
Received Approved 
Applications No. of Dwellings Applications No. of Dwellings 
2 2 es Pe 
NOTE: No. of applications approved in respect of owner/occupiers 
during VEAL coer eesrssareasseaceert ts oSeseeeesseseserseo ree 2 


Average cost per dwelling approved during year secescsceee £480 
Amount of grant payable by Local Authority ceccereocsevecs £240 


B. Standard 


16 No. of applications (a) Received oes cee aoe coe eee 4 
(b) Approved eae oes eee eee cece a 
2. Noe of houses where standard amenities have been provided eee 7 


NOTE: No. of applications approved in respect of owner/occupiers 
during VEAL srarceeceesrvescceseesear ese sar eseesesersesesr® 3 
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x. ee ee 


Number killed 


Number inspected 


411 diseases except 

Tuberculosis and 

Cysticerci 

Whole carcases condemned 

Carcases of which some part 
or organ was condemned 

Percentage of the number 
inspected affected with 
disease other than tuber- 
culosis and cysticerci 


Tuberculosis only 

Whole carcases condemned 

Carcases of which some part 
or organ was condemned 

Percentage of the number 
inspected affected with 
tuberculosis 


Cysticercosis 


Carcases of which some part 
or organ was condemned 


Carcases submitted to treat- 


ment by refrigeration 
Generalised and totally 
condemned 


Weight of meat condemned 
(in lbs.) for:- 


(a) Tuberculosis 
(bo) Cysticercosis 
(c) Other 


Total (in lbs.) Condemned 


APPENDIX D 


MEAT INSPECTION 


Cattle 
excluding 


Cows 


1063 
1063 


(2 


- 


TABLE 4 


Cows 


BID 
315 


he 


178 


3053 


13 
121 
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821 


16.20 


Horses 
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